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POSITION PAPER ASSIGNMENT

Assume for the purposes of this assignment that you have been asked to prepare an analysis of an existing or proposed policy for your agency. 

Select either an existing or proposed policy that is of interest to social workers. Such a problem can relate to the provision of social services, or to problems related to injustice, inadequate services or unmet needs of constituent groups (eg. potential or actual clients) at the local, state, or national level.

Prepare a position paper in which you analyze the strengths and weaknesses/limitations of the existing or proposed policy. 
Part I: Background

State policy you will examine. Briefly review the history and literature and legislation related to this policy (2 pages) 

Part II Analysis: 


Discuss each of the following areas: 

(1) The origins of the policy (1 page)
a. Who are the stakeholders

b. What they hope to gain

(2) Sources of opposition to the policy (1 page)

a. Who are opposed.

b. What they stand to lose.

(3) The proposed implementation (1 page)

a. How it will be implemented

b. By whom

c. Cost of implementation

(4) Your policy recommendation (2 pages)

a. The case for the policy

b. The case against the policy

c. Your rationale for supporting or opposing the policy
Note: Pay special attention to the dynamics of racism, sexism, classism, heterosexism, ageism, ableism and other forms of oppression 

Format and length:

Papers should not exceed 7 pages. They are to be typed and double spaced. In-text citations, reference pages and writing style (particularly with regard to avoiding bias in writing) should conform to APA style. Papers should be well referenced using reliable sources.

