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Arguably the research questions and hypotheses are the most important part of any research project. Good questions can be developed into good projects. By contrast, the most sophisticated methodologies will not result in good research if the research questions are poorly conceptualized, formulated or supported. The purpose of this assignment is to create good research questions in an area of interest to you.

Literature review:

One of the keys to developing good research questions is a good literature review. A good problem formation literature review makes it clear how the proposed study (a) builds on previous theoretical and empirical literature; (b) clearly builds on previous research; (c) identifies major concepts and/or variables for study. In 4-5 pages do the following:

· Identify a problem of interest to you.

· Discuss why the problem is important for researchers in your professional field.

· Clarify what is NOT known about the problem, and is therefore “eligible” for study.
· Identify major theoretical work done by other scholars that relates to the problem you have selected.

· Identify research that has been done that relates to the problem you have selected.

Research questions:

The literature review should culminate in research questions that follow logically given the state of theoretical and empirical work that has preceded them.

In one page do the following:

Formulate research questions that flow logically from your literature review. 

Make to simplify your questions—it is better to have many simple research questions than a few complex ones.

IF possible, given the nature of your research questions, formulate hypotheses.
IF, given the nature of your research questions, it is not possible to formulate hypotheses, explain why not.

Length and Style

Papers should not exceed six double-spaced pages, not including the reference and title page. Please also read and observe APA guidelines regarding avoiding bias in language, quotations, citations, and references. 

There are some helpful references for APA style on the READINGS website.

